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This book explores the complex relationship between militarism and affect
in the Pakistan Army, examining how emotions such as fear, anger, and
pride are mobilized to produce and sustain military power. Drawing on
extensive fieldwork and interviews with soldiers, veterans, and their
families, the book argues that militarism is not simply a matter of
institutional structures and practices, but also a deeply affective process
that shapes the lives and experiences of those who live in its shadow.

The book begins by exploring the historical roots of militarism in Pakistan,
arguing that it is a product of the country's colonial past and its ongoing
conflict with India. It then examines how the military has used emotions
such as fear and anger to justify its role in society and to mobilize support
for its operations. The book also explores the ways in which the military has
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used emotions such as pride and sacrifice to create a sense of unity and
purpose among its members.

The book concludes by arguing that militarism is a deeply affective process
that has a profound impact on the lives of those who live in its shadow. It is
a system that produces and sustains fear, anger, and pride, and that uses
these emotions to justify violence and oppression. The book calls for a new
understanding of militarism that takes into account its affective dimensions
and that works to challenge its negative effects.

Reviews

"This book is a major contribution to the study of militarism and affect. It is a
theoretically sophisticated and empirically rich analysis of the Pakistan
Army, and it provides important insights into the ways in which militarism
shapes the lives of those who live in its shadow." - Dr. Ayesha Jalal,
author of The Pity of Partition

"This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the study of militarism
and affect. It is a groundbreaking work that provides a new understanding
of the complex relationship between these two phenomena." - Dr. Steven
Pinker, author of The Blank Slate

Author

Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa is an Associate Professor in the Department of War
Studies at King's College London. She is the author of Military Inc.: Inside
Pakistan's Military Economy and The Caliphate and the Coup: Pakistan's
Army, the Americans, and the Taliban.
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