Censorship in America: From the Gilded Age
to the Computer Age

Censorship is the suppression of ideas and information that someone else
finds objectionable. It can take many forms, from outright bans to more

subtle forms of pressure. Censorship has been used throughout American
history to control and suppress information, and its methods have evolved

over time.
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The Gilded Age

The Gilded Age was a period of rapid economic growth and industrialization
in the United States. It was also a time of great social and political change.
The rise of mass media, such as newspapers and magazines, led to a new
level of public awareness of social and political issues. This, in turn, led to
increased demands for reform.
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Censorship was one of the ways that the government and other powerful
interests sought to control the flow of information. Newspapers and
magazines that criticized the government or big business were often
banned or censored. Books that dealt with controversial topics, such as sex
or religion, were also often banned.

The Progressive Era

The Progressive Era was a period of reform in the United States.
Progressives sought to address the problems created by industrialization,
such as poverty, corruption, and inequality. They also sought to expand
democratic rights, such as the right to vote and the right to free speech.

Censorship was one of the issues that Progressives fought against. They
argued that censorship was a violation of the First Amendment and that it
prevented the free flow of information necessary for a democratic society.

The First World War

The First World War was a time of great upheaval in the United States. The
war led to a surge in patriotism and a crackdown on dissent. The
government censored newspapers and magazines that criticized the war
effort. Books that were seen as unpatriotic were also banned.

The Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 were two of the
most repressive pieces of legislation passed during the First World War.
These laws made it a crime to criticize the government or the war effort.
Hundreds of people were arrested and jailed under these laws.

The Interwar Years



The Interwar Years were a time of economic and social turmoil in the
United States. The Great Depression led to widespread poverty and
unemployment. The rise of fascism in Europe also led to increased fears of
censorship and repression.

Censorship continued to be a problem during the Interwar Years. The
government censored films and radio broadcasts that were seen as
subversive or immoral. Books that dealt with controversial topics, such as
sex or communism, were also often banned.

The Second World War

The Second World War was another time of great upheaval in the United
States. The war led to a new surge in patriotism and a crackdown on
dissent. The government censored newspapers and magazines that
criticized the war effort. Books that were seen as unpatriotic were also
banned.

The Smith-Mundt Act of 1948 was one of the most repressive pieces of
legislation passed during the Second World War. This law made it a crime
to distribute information that was critical of the United States or its allies.

The Cold War

The Cold War was a period of intense rivalry between the United States
and the Soviet Union. The Cold War led to a new wave of censorship in the
United States. The government censored films, radio broadcasts, and
books that were seen as pro-communist.

The McCarran-Walter Act of 1952 was one of the most repressive pieces of
legislation passed during the Cold War. This law made it a crime to be a



member of the Communist Party or to advocate for the overthrow of the
government.

The Vietham War

The Vietnam War was a controversial war that divided the United States.
The war led to a new wave of censorship. The government censored
newspapers and magazines that criticized the war effort. Books that were
critical of the war were also often banned.

The Pentagon Papers were a set of secret government documents that
were leaked to the press in 1971. The Pentagon Papers revealed that the
government had lied to the public about the Vietham War. The publication
of the Pentagon Papers led to a new wave of anti-war protests and a
decline in public support for the war.

The Watergate Scandal

The Watergate Scandal was a political scandal that led to the resignation of
President Richard Nixon in 1974. The scandal involved the break-in of the
Democratic National Committee headquarters by operatives working for the
Nixon campaign.

The Watergate Scandal led to a new wave of cynicism about the
government and a decline in public trust. It also led to a new era of
investigative journalism and a greater willingness to challenge the
government.

The Computer Age

The Computer Age has brought about a new era of censorship. The
internet has made it possible for anyone to publish information, regardless



of their affiliation or financial resources. This has led to a new wave of
challenges to traditional forms of censorship.

The government has responded to the challenge of the internet by passing
new laws that make it easier to censor online content. The Digital
Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) of 1998 makes it a crime to distribute
copyrighted material without the permission of the copyright holder. The
Child Online Protection Act (COPA) of 1998 makes it a crime to distribute
material that is harmful to minors.

Despite the new challenges, censorship remains a problem in the United
States. The government continues to censor films, radio broadcasts, and
books that are seen as controversial. The internet has also made it easier
for individuals and groups to censor information that they find
objectionable.

Censorship has been a problem in the United States throughout its history.
The methods of censorship have evolved over time, but the goal has
always been the same: to control the flow of information. Censorship is a
violation of the First Amendment and a threat to democracy. It is important
to be aware of the history of censorship in the United States and to fight

against it.
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