Billion Black Anthropocenes Or None
Forerunners: A Must-Read for the
Anthropocene Era

In the Anthropocene era, the human species has become a dominant force
on the planet. Our activities are having a profound impact on the
environment, from climate change to deforestation to pollution. But what
does this mean for the future of humanity? And what role will race play in
shaping the Anthropocene?
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In Billion Black Anthropocenes Or None Forerunners, geologist and
environmental historian Kathryn Yusoff explores these questions through
the lens of race. She argues that the Anthropocene is not simply a
geological epoch, but also a political and social construct that is shaped by
the history of racism and colonialism.
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Yusoff shows how the concept of the Anthropocene has been used to
justify the exploitation of black and brown people and the environment. She
also argues that the Anthropocene is a time of great opportunity for black
people to reclaim their place in the world and to shape the future of the
planet.

The Anthropocene and Race

The Anthropocene is a term that was first coined in the 1990s to describe
the current geological epoch, which is characterized by the profound impact
of human activities on the planet. While the Anthropocene is often thought
of as a new era, Yusoff argues that it is actually the culmination of a long
history of human interaction with the environment.

This history, Yusoff argues, is inseparable from the history of race. The
exploitation of black and brown people and the environment has been a
central feature of capitalism from its very beginnings. The slave trade,
colonialism, and the fossil fuel industry are all examples of how race has
been used to justify the domination of nature and the exploitation of people.

The Anthropocene, then, is not simply a geological epoch, but also a
political and social construct that is shaped by the history of racism and
colonialism. It is a time of great crisis, but it is also a time of great
opportunity for black people to reclaim their place in the world and to shape
the future of the planet.

Black Anthropocenes

What would a black Anthropocene look like? Yusoff argues that it would be
a world in which black people are no longer marginalized, but are instead at
the center of decision-making about the future of the planet. It would be a



world in which the environment is no longer seen as something separate
from humanity, but as something that is intimately connected to our own
well-being.

A black Anthropocene would be a world of justice and equality for all. It
would be a world in which the voices of black people are heard and
respected, and in which the needs of black communities are met. It would
be a world in which the environment is protected and cherished, for the
benefit of all generations to come.

Forerunners

Yusoff argues that black people have a long history of being forerunners in
the struggle for environmental justice. From the abolitionist movement to
the civil rights movement to the Black Lives Matter movement, black people
have been at the forefront of the fight for a more just and sustainable world.

This history, Yusoff argues, gives black people a unique perspective on the
Anthropocene. They have seen firsthand the devastating impact that
environmental degradation can have on their communities. They have also
seen the power of collective action to create change.

As we enter the Anthropocene era, black people have a vital role to play in
shaping the future of the planet. They can bring their unique perspectives
and experiences to the forefront of the conversation about environmental
justice. They can help to build a more just and sustainable world for all.

Billion Black Anthropocenes Or None Forerunners is a groundbreaking
work that offers a new way of thinking about the Anthropocene. Yusoff
argues that the Anthropocene is not simply a geological epoch, but also a



political and social construct that is shaped by the history of racism and
colonialism. She also argues that black people have a unique perspective
on the Anthropocene, and that they have a vital role to play in shaping the
future of the planet.

This book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the Anthropocene,
race, or environmental justice. It is a powerful and provocative work that will
challenge you to think about the world in a new way.
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